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Realsolutions

Expert advice

DIY DILEMMAS

CaughtinaDIY trap or simply want some good advice? Jake Robinson is on hand to help

WHAT'STHEBESTWAY TO
FIXABROKEN FLOORTILE?
Idroppedaceramicdishon
my kitchenfloorand broke one
of thetiles. Is this something
I canfixmyself and have you
gotanyhandy tips?
JAKE shelley Mitchell, Cardiff
ROBINSON
Jake says Thisisreally easytodo
_ yourself. First, remove the grouting from
around the broken tile using a grout rake.
Next, put on some safety goggles and drill
aholeinthe centre of the tile, then chisel
atanangle untilthe ile cracks. Take out
the broken pieces andremove all of the
oldadhesive left onthe floor —if this

9 3
Ja‘ke S g ul.de proves difficultyoumay need toheata
to... Creatlng knifeto help meltit. Applyadhesivetothe CAN I GET RID OF THE CRACKS

I

a bu1].t-1n back ofthe new tile and insert itinto the INMY WOODEN FLOORING?
gap onthefloor, making sureit sits flush Ournewlyinstalled red oak

wardrobe with the surrounding tiles. Mixyourgrout  hardwood floor started showing
and work wellinto the gaps witha cracks afterwe turned onthe

| sponge, making sure you wipe the heating. Theinstaller came back
surface clean before it hardens. and sealed them, buffed the floor

and applied an extralayer of finish,

HOW CANIRECTIFY MY butafter only aweekthe cracks
PAINTING MISTAKE? are appearing again. How should

Irecently painted mywallsbutdidn’t  we address this problem?
tape off the dark wood trim around Ricky Smith, Derby
the windows anddoors, soitnow has

yellow paint all over it. Whatis the Jake says Manufacturers always advise
bestwaytoremove the paintwithout  storing new timberin situforaperiod
damaging the wood finish? oftime before installing it to make sure it
JeremyDobson, Newcastle acclimatises to the ambient temperature
and humidity. Thisis because changesin
Jake says Ifthe wood trim around your the environment will make the wood
doors and windows has an oil-based shrink or expand quite abitand thisis

finish, awater-based dried-paintremover ~ when cracks canoccur. A professional
will suffice to remove the wall paint. If fitter willknow this, soifit wasn’t done,
the stain on the trimis water- youneed to speakto yourinstaller.
based, however, this may Unfortunately, thereisn’treally a cure
affectit, soit’'sbesttotrya once the cracks have appeared, other
smalltest areafirst. Foramore than to have a good look for any sources
aggressive remover, denatured of moisture or damp and, once fixed,

alcohol willwork onthe paint sand, filland reseal the timber floor
without affecting the oil-based surfaceifnecessary. You should also
trim. Ifit stillwon’t come off orif check out some less obvious causes for
these methods affect the the cracks, such as hot air blowing or

stainedtrim, thena warm pipes under the floorboards. Also
full stripping or try using ahumidifier. If the cracks are
painting (over the large, you can cut off larger parts of the
TSRS stain)isinorder. same wood andfillthe holes.

Send in your DIY queries to
Expert advice, Real Homes, 64 North Row, London W1K 7LL or email Jake at realhomes@hf-uk.com
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